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Edward Gorey and Peter Neumeyer met in the summer of 1968. Gorey had been contracted by Addison-
Wesley to illustrate Donald and the . . . , a children’s story written by Neumeyer. On their first encounter,
Neumeyer managed to dislocate Gorey’s shoulder when he grabbed his arm to keep him from falling into the
ocean. In a hospital waiting room, they pored over Gorey’s drawings for the first time together, and Gorey
infused the situation with much hilarity. This was the beginning of an invigorating friendship, fueled by a
wealth of letters and postcards that sped between the two men through the fall of 1969.

Those letters, published here for the first time, are remarkable for their quantity and their content. While the
creative collaborations of Gorey and Neumeyer centered on children’s books, they held wide-ranging
interests; both were erudite, voracious readers, and they sent each other many volumes. Through their
discussions of these books, one marvels at the beauty of thoughtful (and merry) discourse driven by
intellectual curiosity.

The letters also paint an intimate portrait of Edward Gorey, a man often mischaracterized as macabre or even
ghoulish. His gentleness, humility, and brilliance—interwoven with his distinctive humor—shine in each
letter; his deft artistic hand is evident on the decorated envelopes addressed to Neumeyer, thirty-eight of
which are reproduced here.

During the time of their correspondence, Peter Neumeyer was an assistant professor at Harvard University
and then a professor at Stony Brook University in New York. His acumen and compassion, expressed in his
discerning, often provocative missives, reveal him to be an ideal creative and intellectual ally for Gorey.

More than anything else, Floating Worlds is the moving memoir of an extraordinary friendship. Gorey wrote
that he felt that they were “part of the same family, and I don’t mean just metaphorically. I guess that even
more than I think of you as a friend, I think of you as my brother.” Neumeyer stated, “Your letters . . . your
existence has made something of this world that [it] hadn’t the possibility of before.”
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From reader reviews:

Roy Myers:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Floating Worlds: The Letters of Edward Gorey and Peter F. Neumeyer.

Gail Brasfield:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Floating Worlds: The
Letters of Edward Gorey and Peter F. Neumeyer. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

William Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Floating Worlds: The Letters of Edward Gorey and Peter F. Neumeyer
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Thomas Gonzalez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Floating Worlds: The Letters of Edward Gorey and
Peter F. Neumeyer was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Floating
Worlds: The Letters of Edward Gorey and Peter F. Neumeyer has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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