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An old woman lives still among the broken slopes of the mountains in the land of the Tarahumara Indians.
No one knows exactly where. She is sometimes seen standing along the highway near El Paso, hauling wood
near Oaxaca, or even hitching a ride on a semi rig. She is the bone woman, the gatherer, La Loba. She
collects bones, especially those of wolves. When she has collected enough bones to make a whole wolf, she
sings over the skeleton, and it begins to grow flesh and fur. She sings some more and the wolf becomes
strong; then it breathes. La Loba keeps singing and soon the wolf leaps up and runs off while the desert
world trembles. And when a ray of the sun, or the moon, strikes it at just the right time and place, it turns into
a woman, a laughing woman, who you may see running toward the horizon.

In La Loba's cycle of death and rebirth and her metamorphosis from crone to life-giving mother to laughing
maiden, we catch just one glimpse of the timeless allure and mystery of the Goddess. From the fertile earth
mothers of the ancient world to the modern revival of interest in Wicca, or witchcraft, images and tales of the
Female Divine have flourished and waned, intimidated, comforted, and inspired women and men from time
immemorial. In Goddess, authors David Leeming and Jake Page gather some 75 of the most potent and
meaningful of these tales in an extraordinarily rich and readable introduction of this divine figure as she has
emerged from prehistory to the present.

Told as a biography, we follow Goddess from her first Ice Age appearances as the all-encompassing, all-
giving, and all-taking Earth, to her re-emergence as a powerful force in the myths of modern religion,
psychology, and science. In tales of the Changing Woman of the Navajos and of Hera, Pandora, Eve, and
Lilith, we see her traduced and sublimated by rising, and then, dominant, patriarchical cultures and
civilizations, but never totally suppressed. In familiar and unfamiliar myths, Goddess comes alive, pulsing
with her own energy, irrepressible behind her many cultural masks. She can be the Universe itself, the source
of all being, the holy Virgin, the Earth-Mother nurturer, the madly hysterical destroyer, the femme fatale, or
the consort or mother of God. She is presented here not as myth, but as a true archetype, a potential being
who exists in all of us, a force who long preceded her male counterpart as an appropriate metaphor for the
Great Mystery of existence.

As compelling as any novel, Goddess is also a journey into the human heart. Observing Goddess over the
centuries--worshipped, belittled, denied, rediscovered--we gain new insight into the changing role of women,
our continuing development as a species, and our deepest concerns about ourselves, our world, and the
human destiny.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Dansby:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Goddess: Myths of the Female Divine.

Jonathan Ownby:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Goddess: Myths of the Female Divine book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Goddess: Myths of the
Female Divine content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Goddess: Myths
of the Female Divine is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Daniel Johnson:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Goddess: Myths of the Female Divine can be
the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in
this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Annmarie Windham:

You can obtain this Goddess: Myths of the Female Divine by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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