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Synopsis

In the summer of 1967, Mark Garrison had dropped out of college at Southern Illinois University in
Carbondale, Illinois, just before entering his third year. He had run out of money and had to work for a
while. These were the days before the lottery and the draft soon came calling. In order to somewhat control
his own future, he enlisted in the U.S. Army’s helicopter flight school program. Little did he know that this
adventure would be the most profound experience of his life.

Garrison flew hundreds of missions for the 119th AHC, stationed in the Central Highlands at Camp
Holloway in Pleiku, Vietnam. He was awarded twenty-five Air Medals, four campaign Bronze Stars, and
The Distinguished Flying Cross among numerous other awards. His narrative takes you through the whole
process, from basic training, flight school, flying combat in Vietnam, and his return to the United States. His
description includes many incidents in combat flight, including being hit by rocket propelled grenades and
being on fire in the air, over hundreds if not thousands of enemy troops. But this is not all. He elaborates on
the daily lives, emotions, and nuances of the pilots and what they considered their mission to be.

GUTS 'N GUNSHIPS is a must read if you are to have a realistic understanding of what flying helicopters in
Vietnam combat was all about.

Review

“Mark Garrison’s Guts 'N Gunships is more than just another Vietnam flashback. It is a portal which will
transport readers to a most painful American experience. These were definitely goodbye times in America
and the author bares his soul with his narrative.

The author reveals how he, his friends and family, like millions of other Americans were sucked into the
Vietnam whirlwind while the nation’s leaders wrestled with a domino theory pressed upon the nation by
think tanks tied to the military industrial complex.

Guts 'N Gunships follows Garrison’s true life story of being on the short list for the draft, and then going all
in by signing up for helicopter pilot training. After just a few months training, he found himself in the
mountains of Vietnam flying Huey helicopters into small holes in the triple canopy jungle. He had been
assigned to duty with the Crocodiles and Alligators of the 119th Assault Helicopter Company, just a few
short miles from the dreaded Ho Chi Minh Trail.

His one year recounting of his numbered days there is painted with blood, pathos and hilarious incidents,



stemming from hard drinking and furious nap of the earth flying, while the helicopters were blown apart with
the pilots and crews in them.

Most uplifting of all is the author’s first person accounting of a unit of pilots who saw the American mission
failing but renewed vows among themselves that they would give the enemy no quarter and would cut no
corners in their attempts to bring home alive every American they possibly could.

No one has ever before addressed the American helicopter pilot experience in the way Garrison does.”
—Ron Gawthorp
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From reader reviews:

Efrain Floyd:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Guts 'N Gunships: What it was Really Like to Fly
Combat Helicopters in Vietnam. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important the book Guts 'N Gunships: What it was Really Like to Fly Combat
Helicopters in Vietnam. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Henry Evans:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Guts 'N Gunships: What it was Really
Like to Fly Combat Helicopters in Vietnam is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Marvin Murphy:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be examine.
Guts 'N Gunships: What it was Really Like to Fly Combat Helicopters in Vietnam can be your answer given
it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Desiree Herdon:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Guts 'N Gunships: What it was
Really Like to Fly Combat Helicopters in Vietnam is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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