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Through the provocative stories of six contemporary "passers," and examples from history and literature, a
renowned journalist illuminates passing as a strategy for bypassing prejudice and injustice. Despite the many
social changes of the last half-century, many Americans still "pass": black for white, gay for straight, and
now in many new ways as well. We tend to think of passing in negative terms -as deceitful, cowardly, a
betrayal of one's self. But this compassionate book reveals that many passers today are people of good heart
and purpose whose decision to pass is an attempt to bypass injustice, and to be more truly themselves.
Passing tells the poignant, complicated life stories of a black man who passed as a white Jew; a white woman
who passed for black; a working class Puerto Rican who passes for privileged; a gay, Conservative Jewish
seminarian and a lesbian naval officer who passed for straight; and a respected poet who radically shifts
persona to write about rock 'n 'roll. The stories, interwoven with others from history, literature, and
contemporary life, explore the many forms passing still takes in our culture; the social realities which make it
an option; and its logistical, emotional, and moral consequences. We learn that there are still too many
institutions, environments, and social situations that force honorable people to twist their lives into painful,
deceit-ridden contortions for reasons that do not hold. Passing is an intellectually absorbing exploration of a
phenomenon that has long intrigued scholars, inspired novelists, and made hits of movies like The Crying
Game and Boys Don't Cry .
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Buckley:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Passing: When People Can't Be Who They Are had been
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The publication Passing: When People Can't Be Who They Are is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Passing: When People Can't Be
Who They Are. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Erica Futch:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Passing: When People Can't Be
Who They Are book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Christopher Jorge:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Passing: When People Can't Be Who They Are can be your answer since it can
be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

William Culley:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Passing: When People Can't Be Who They Are we can get more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Passing: When People Can't Be Who
They Are. You can more inviting than now.
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