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Ordained ministry, says Willimon, is a gift of God to the church--but that doesn't mean that it is easy.
Always a difficult vocation, changes in society and the church in recent years have made the ordained life all
the more complex and challenging. Is the pastor primarily a preacher, a professional caregiver, an
administrator? Given the call of all Christians to be ministers to the world, what is the distinctive ministry of
the ordained? When does one's ministry take on the character of prophet, and when does it become that of
priest? What are the special ethical obligations and disciplines of the ordained? In this book, Willimon
explores these and other central questions about the vocation of ordained ministry.

He begins with a discussion of who pastors are, asking about the theological underpinnings of ordained
ministry, and then moves on to what pastors do, looking at the distinctive roles the pastor must fulfill. The
book also draws on great teachers of the Christian tradition to demonstrate that, while much about Christian
ministry has changed, its core concerns--preaching the word, the care of souls, the sacramental life of
congregations--remains the same.

Ordained ministry is a vocation to which we are called, not a profession that we choose. To answer that call
is to open oneself to heartache and sometimes hardship; yet, given the one who calls, it is to make oneself
available to deep and profound joy as well.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Langley:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained
Ministry book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Brett Baker:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video games
all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a book. It is really
fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book
Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

John Guenther:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry why
because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Edward Upton:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This reserve Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways
to get book that you wanted.
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