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They charmed some of Europe’s most illustrious men, honing their social skills as well as their sexual ones,
and accumulating wealth, fame, and power along the way. Unlike their geisha counterparts, courtesans didn't
lived in brothels or bend their wills to suit their suitors. They were the muses who enflamed the hearts of our
most celebrated artists--Raphael, Manet, Dumas, and Proust, to name just a few--as well as becoming artists
in their own right. Offering the first comprehensive tour of their worlds, Susan Griffins celebrates these first
feminists and hails their virtues: Timing, Beauty, Cheek, Brilliance, Gaiety, Grace, and Charm.

From Veronica Franco, who graced the palazzos of sixteenth-century Venice, and Madame de Pompadour,
the arbiter of all things fashionable at Versailles during the reign of Lous XV, to La Belle Otero of the grand
boulevards of Paris in the Gay Nineties and Marion Davies, who took Hollywood by storm in the 1920's and
1930's, The Book of the Courtesans enticingly illustrates the intricacies of their lavish lifestyles and
incredible life stories. Fascinating true tales and enlightening snippets from courtesans' memoirs further
reveal how these cunning women seized their opportunity to become the West's first liberators, free to
choose their own lovers and command remarkable respect.

Delving into his scintillating world, The Book of the Courtesans is an impeccably researched, beautifully
crafted portrait of some of the most intriguing figures in women's history.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Beasley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one with theme for
entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Book of the Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues is
kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Alejandro Jones:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Book of the Courtesans: A
Catalogue of Their Virtues that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Book of the Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues
become your current starter.

Sharon Garon:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Book of the Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Richard Diller:

You may get this The Book of the Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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