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As Italy emerged from World War II, the first women entered the national government. The 45 women who
became parliamentarians when Italian women were first entitled to vote in 1946 represented a "lost wave" of
feminist action, argues Molly Tambor.

In this work, Tambor reconstructs the role that these female politicians played in Italy's new democratic
Republic. They proved critical in ensuring that the new Constitution formally guaranteed the equality of all
citizens regardless of sex, translating the general constitutional guarantees into direct legislative rights and
protections. They used a specific electoral and legislative strategy, "constitutional rights feminism," to
construct an image of the female citizen as a bulwark of democracy. Mining existing tropes of femininity
such as the Resistance heroine, the working mother, the sacrificial Catholic, and the "mamma Italiana," they
searched for social consensus for women's equality that could reach across religious, ideological, and gender
divides. The political biographies of woman politicians are intertwined with the history of the laws they
created and helped pass, including paid maternity leave, the closing of state-run brothels, and women's right
to become judges.

Women politicians navigated gendered political identity as they picked and chose among competing models
of femininity in Cold War Italy. In so doing, The Lost Wave shows, they forged a political legacy that
affected the rights and opportunities of all Italian citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Joy:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Lost Wave: Women and Democracy
in Postwar Italy is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Tiara Garcia:

This book untitled The Lost Wave: Women and Democracy in Postwar Italy to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Adriana Phillips:

The particular book The Lost Wave: Women and Democracy in Postwar Italy will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Lost Wave: Women and Democracy in
Postwar Italy is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Eli Gaddy:

The guide with title The Lost Wave: Women and Democracy in Postwar Italy includes a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.
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