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“A haunting story about the long reaches of the past.”—Maureen Corrigan, NPR’S Fresh Air

“In this intriguing book, [Nordhaus] shares her journey to discover who her immigrant ancestor really
was—and what strange alchemy made the idea of her linger long after she was gone.” —People

La Posada—“place of rest”—was once a grand Santa Fe mansion. It belonged to Abraham and Julia Staab,
who emigrated from Germany in the mid-nineteenth century. After they died, the house became a hotel. And
in the 1970s, the hotel acquired a resident ghost—a sad, dark-eyed woman in a long gown. Strange things
began to happen there: vases moved, glasses flew, blankets were ripped from beds. Julia Staab died in
1896—but her ghost, they say, lives on.

In American Ghost, Julia’s great-great-granddaughter, Hannah Nordhaus, traces her ancestor’s
transfiguration from nineteenth-century Jewish bride to modern phantom. Family diaries, photographs, and
newspaper clippings take her on a riveting journey through three hundred years of German history and the
American immigrant experience. With the help of historians, genealogists, family members, and ghost
hunters, she weaves a masterful, moving story of fin-de-siècle Europe and pioneer life, villains and
visionaries, medicine and spiritualism, imagination and truth, exploring how lives become legends, and what
those legends tell us about who we are.
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From reader reviews:

Anita Cannon:

This American Ghost: A Family's Haunted Past in the Desert Southwest book is not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of American Ghost: A Family's Haunted Past in the Desert Southwest without we comprehend
teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry American
Ghost: A Family's Haunted Past in the Desert Southwest can bring when you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This
American Ghost: A Family's Haunted Past in the Desert Southwest having fine arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Willie Thacker:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this American Ghost: A Family's
Haunted Past in the Desert Southwest book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Gene Green:

The book with title American Ghost: A Family's Haunted Past in the Desert Southwest contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Irene Robertson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love American Ghost: A Family's Haunted Past in
the Desert Southwest, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.
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