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H. L. Mencken was the most provocative and influential journalist and cultural critic in twentieth-century
America. In this volume and a companion, The Library of America presents all six series of Prejudices
(1919-1927), the iconoclastic collections that helped blast American literature out of its complacency and
into a new age of frankness and maturity. The fantastic linguistic inventiveness, full-bodied humor, and
unwaveringly fierce courage of his journalism made him a liberating force for his contemporaries. The final
three series show Mencken at his lacerating best, taking on targets from religious fundamentalism to the
dismal state of higher education. Included are such famous essays as "The Hills of Zion," his report on the
local atmosphere surrounding the Scopes trial in 1925; "In Memoriam: W.J.B.," his relentless postmortem on
William Jennings Bryan; "The Fringes of Lovely Letters," a hilarious delineation of the lower and outer
reaches of the literary world; "Comstockery," a devastating account of the anti-obscenity crusader Anthony
Comstock ("A good woman, to him, was simply one who was efficiently policed"); and "On Living in
Baltimore," a celebration of his beloved native city. Mencken was a man of strong enthusiasms and even
stronger antipathies, expressed in a prose style that marshaled all the resources of the American language in a
rich blend of comic invention and sarcastic fury. To read Prejudices is to embark on an exploration of many
curious byways of American culture in a moment of tumultuous and often combative transition. Mencken
never shied from combat, and the courage with which he confronted the entrenched truisms and hypocrisies
of his time made him a uniquely liberating force in American letters. Marion Elizabeth Rodgers, volume
editor, is the author of Mencken: The American Iconoclast and editor of Mencken and Sara: A Life in Letters
and The Impossible H. L. Mencken.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

The knowledge that you get from H.L. Mencken: Prejudices: the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Series (The Library
of America Series) is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but H.L. Mencken: Prejudices: the
Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Series (The Library of America Series) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read this
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this specific H.L. Mencken: Prejudices: the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Series (The
Library of America Series) instantly.

Irma Hughes:

The particular book H.L. Mencken: Prejudices: the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Series (The Library of America
Series) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book H.L.
Mencken: Prejudices: the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Series (The Library of America Series) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Gail Boutwell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and H.L. Mencken: Prejudices: the
Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Series (The Library of America Series) or even others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to add
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes H.L. Mencken:
Prejudices: the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Series (The Library of America Series) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Richard Sauls:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
called of book H.L. Mencken: Prejudices: the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Series (The Library of America
Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can



bring you from one destination for a other place.
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