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This edited collection of letters by William Empson (1906-1984), one of the foremost writers and literary
critics of the twentieth century, ranges across the entirety of his career. Parts of the correspondence record
the development of ideas that were to come to fruition in seminal texts including Seven Types of Ambiguity,
The Structure of Complex Words, and Milton's God. The topics of other letters range from Shakespeare's
Dark Lady to Marvell's marriage and Byron's bisexuality. Empson relished correspondence that was
combative, if not downright aggressive. As a result, parts of this edition take the form of a serial disputation
with other critics of the period, including Frank Kermode, Helen Gardner, Philip Hobsbaum, and I. A.
Richards. Other notable correspondents include A. Alvarez, Bonamy Dobre, Leslie Fiedler, Graham Hough,
C. K. Ogden, George Orwell, Kathleen Raine, John Crowe Ransom, Christopher Ricks, Laura Riding, A. L.
Rowse, Stephen Spender, E. M. W. Tillyard, Rosemond Tuve, John Wain, and G. Wilson Knight.

All readers of literary history and criticism will stand to benefit from this edition. Empson is universally
credited as the man who "invented" modern literary criticism, so that all of his writings make a signal
addition to the canon of his works. This selection provides a context for the evaluation of Empson's total
literary output; and in many letters Empson seeks to defend his ideas against both published and personal
attacks. This volume not only fills in all the missing links, it adds up to a completely new volume of critical
writings by Empson.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Thomas:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Selected Letters of William Empson will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may
be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Emily Higginbotham:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Selected Letters of William Empson it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Adam Cuyler:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be Selected Letters of William Empson.

Dora Mohammed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something
by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Selected Letters of
William Empson.
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