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A leading figure in the debate over the literary canon, Jane Tompkins was one of the first to point to the
ongoing relevance of popular women's fiction in the 19th century, long overlooked or scorned by literary
critics. Now, in West of Everything, Tompkins shows how popular novels and films of the American west
have shaped the emotional lives of people in our time.
Into this world full of violence and manly courage, the world of John Wayne and Louis L'Amour, Tompkins
takes her readers, letting them feel what the hero feels, endure what he endures. Writing with sympathy,
insight, and respect, she probes the main elements of the Western--its preoccupation with death, its barren
landscapes, galloping horses, hard-bitten men and marginalized women--revealing the view of reality and
code of behavior these features contain. She considers the Western hero's attraction to pain, his fear of
women and language, his desire to dominate the environment--and to merge with it. In fact, Tompkins
argues, for better or worse Westerns have taught us all--men especially--how to behave.
It was as a reaction against popular women's novels and women's invasion of the public sphere that Westerns
originated, Tompkins maintains. With Westerns, men were reclaiming cultural territory, countering the
inwardness, spirituality, and domesticity of the sentimental writers, with a rough and tumble, secular, man-
centered world. Tompkins brings these insights to bear in considering film classics such as Red River and
Lonely Are the Brave, and novels such as Louis L'Amour's Last of the Breed and Owen Wister's The
Virginian. In one of the most moving chapters (chosen for Best American Essays of 1991), Tompkins shows
how the life of Buffalo Bill Cody, killer of Native Americans and charismatic star of the Wild West show,
evokes the contradictory feelings which the Western typically elicits--horror and fascination with violence,
but also love and respect for the romantic ideal of the cowboy.
Whether interpreting a photograph of John Wayne of meditating on the slaughter of cattle, Jane Tompkins
writes with humor, compassion, and a provocative intellect. Her book will appeal to many Americans who
read or watch Westerns, and to all those interested in a serious approach to popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Stein:

The event that you get from West of Everything: The Inner Life of Westerns (Oxford Paperbacks) is the
more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but West of Everything: The Inner Life of Westerns (Oxford
Paperbacks) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that
West of Everything: The Inner Life of Westerns (Oxford Paperbacks) instantly.

William Davis:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
is this West of Everything: The Inner Life of Westerns (Oxford Paperbacks).

Hubert Smith:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a e-book. The book West of Everything: The Inner Life of Westerns (Oxford Paperbacks) it is
very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides
high quality.

Thomas Rojas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this West of Everything: The Inner Life of
Westerns (Oxford Paperbacks) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question West of Everything: The



Inner Life of Westerns (Oxford Paperbacks) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.
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