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As the commercialization of American higher education accelerates, more and more students are coming to
college with the narrow aim of obtaining a preprofessional credential. The traditional four-year college
experience--an exploratory time for students to discover their passions and test ideas and values with the help
of teachers and peers--is in danger of becoming a thing of the past.

In College, prominent cultural critic Andrew Delbanco offers a trenchant defense of such an education, and
warns that it is becoming a privilege reserved for the relatively rich. In describing what a true college
education should be, he demonstrates why making it available to as many young people as possible remains
central to America's democratic promise.

In a brisk and vivid historical narrative, Delbanco explains how the idea of college arose in the colonial
period from the Puritan idea of the gathered church, how it struggled to survive in the nineteenth century in
the shadow of the new research universities, and how, in the twentieth century, it slowly opened its doors to
women, minorities, and students from low-income families. He describes the unique strengths of America's
colleges in our era of globalization and, while recognizing the growing centrality of science, technology, and
vocational subjects in the curriculum, he mounts a vigorous defense of a broadly humanistic education for
all. Acknowledging the serious financial, intellectual, and ethical challenges that all colleges face today,
Delbanco considers what is at stake in the urgent effort to protect these venerable institutions for future
generations.

In a new afterword, Delbanco responds to recent developments--both ominous and promising--in the
changing landscape of higher education.
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From reader reviews:

Grace McClellan:

This College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be without we understand teach the one who reading it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be can
bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
in your lovely laptop even phone. This College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Paul Birch:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

John Pasko:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those
short free time problems.

Donald Warren:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like College: What It Was, Is, and
Should Be which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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