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When fifteen-year-old Gerald Gault of Globe, Arizona, allegedly made an obscene phone call to a neighbor,
he was arrested by the local police, who failed to inform his parents. After a hearing in which the neighbor
didn't even testify, Gault was promptly sentenced to six years in a juvenile "boot camp" for an offense that
would have cost an adult only two months.

Even in a nation fed up with juvenile delinquency, that sentence seemed over the top and inspired a spirited
defense on Gault's behalf. Led by Norman Dorsen, the ACLU ultimately took Gault's case to the Supreme
Court and in 1967 won a landmark decision authored by Justice Abe Fortas. Widely celebrated as the most
important children's rights case of the twentieth century, In re Gault affirmed that children have some of the
same rights as adults and formally incorporated the Fourteenth Amendment's due process protections into the
administration of the nation's juvenile courts.

Placing this case within the context of its changing times, David Tanenhaus shows how the ACLU litigated
Gault by questioning the Progressive Era assumption that juvenile courts should not follow criminal
procedure. He then takes readers to the Supreme Court to fully explore the oral arguments and examine how
the Court came to decide Gault, focusing on Justice Fortas's majority opinion, concurring opinions, Justice
Potter Stewart's lone dissent, and initial responses to the decision.

The book explores the contested legacy of Gault, charting changes and continuity in juvenile justice within
the contexts of the ascendancy of conservative constitutionalism and Americans' embrace of mass
incarceration as a penal strategy. An epilogue about Redding v. Safford a 2009 decision involving a thirteen-
year-old schoolgirl, also from Arizona, who was forced to undress because she was suspected of hiding
drugs in her underwear reminds us why Gault is of lasting consequence.

Gault is a story of revolutionary constitutionalism that also reveals the tenacity of localism in American legal
history. Tanenhaus's meticulous explication raises troubling questions about how local communities treat
their children as it confirms the importance of the Supreme Court's decisions about the constitutional rights
of minors.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Gaylor:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Constitutional Rights of Children: In
re Gault and Juvenile Justice (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think
this open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Shawn Howe:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important normally. The book The Constitutional Rights of Children: In re Gault
and Juvenile Justice (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) had been making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The
Constitutional Rights of Children: In re Gault and Juvenile Justice (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the
book The Constitutional Rights of Children: In re Gault and Juvenile Justice (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Myron Mendez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you
read you can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Constitutional Rights of Children: In re
Gault and Juvenile Justice (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Joel Kiser:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Constitutional Rights of Children: In re Gault and Juvenile Justice (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become



one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Constitutional Rights of Children: In re Gault and Juvenile Justice (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following
is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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