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Wael B. Hallaq boldly argues that the "Islamic state," judged by any standard definition of what the modern
state represents, is both impossible and inherently self-contradictory. Comparing the legal, political, moral,
and constitutional histories of premodern Islam and Euro-America, he finds the adoption and practice of the
modern state to be highly problematic for modern Muslims. He also critiques more expansively modernity's
moral predicament, which renders impossible any project resting solely on ethical foundations.

The modern state not only suffers from serious legal, political, and constitutional issues, Hallaq argues, but
also, by its very nature, fashions a subject inconsistent with what it means to be, or to live as, a Muslim. By
Islamic standards, the state's technologies of the self are severely lacking in moral substance, and today's
Islamic state, as Hallaq shows, has done little to advance an acceptable form of genuine Shari'a governance.
The Islamists' constitutional battles in Egypt and Pakistan, the Islamic legal and political failures of the
Iranian Revolution, and similar disappointments underscore this fact. Nevertheless, the state remains the
favored template of the Islamists and the ulama (Muslim clergymen).

Providing Muslims with a path toward realizing the good life, Hallaq turns to the rich moral resources of
Islamic history. Along the way, he proves political and other "crises of Islam" are not unique to the Islamic
world nor to the Muslim religion. These crises are integral to the modern condition of both East and West,
and by acknowledging these parallels, Muslims can engage more productively with their Western
counterparts.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Shepherd:

The book The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and Modernity's Moral Predicament will bring that you the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Impossible State: Islam, Politics,
and Modernity's Moral Predicament is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Derrick Tompkins:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and Modernity's Moral Predicament.

Larry Valadez:

The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and Modernity's Moral Predicament can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and Modernity's Moral Predicament yet doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Barbara Davis:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and
Modernity's Moral Predicament or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and
Modernity's Moral Predicament to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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