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Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 examines the rise and fall of
organized socialism in West Virginia through an exploration of the demographics of membership, oral
interview material gathered in the 1960s from party members, and the collapse of the party in the wake of the
Paint Creek-Cabin Creek coal-mining strike of 1912.  The first local branch of the West Virginia Socialist
Party was established in Wheeling in 1901 and by 1914 several thousand West Virginians were dues-paying
members of local branches. By 1910 local Socialists began to elect candidates to office and in 1912 more
than 15,000 West Virginian voters cast their ballots for Socialist presidential candidate Eugene Debs. The
progress that West Virginia socialists achieved on the electoral front was a reflection of the party’s strategy
of increasing class-consciousness by working with existing unions to build the power of the labor movement.
The party appealed to a fairly broad cross section of wage earners and its steady growth also owed much to
the fact that many members of the middle class were attracted to the cause. Several factors combined to send
the party into rapid decline, most importantly deep fissures between class and craft factions of the party and
1915 legislation making third party political participation difficult. Working Class Radicals offers insight
into the various internal and external forces that doomed the party and serves as a cautionary tale to
contemporary political leaders and organizers.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920
(WEST VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Grace Harrell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Working Class Radicals: The
Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA) or perhaps others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to
add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Working Class
Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA) to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Lillian Thrasher:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST VIRGINIA &
APPALACHIA) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person
must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life at this book Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-
1920 (WEST VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA). You can more appealing than now.

Johnny Relyea:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just



searching for the Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST
VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA) when you needed it?
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