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Do Americans live in a liberal capitalist society, where evenhanded competition rules the day, or a society in
which big money, private security, and personal relations determine key social outcomes? Vladimir
Shlapentokh and Joshua Woods argue that the answer to these questions cannot be found among the
conventional models used to describe the nation. Offering a new analytical tool, the authors present a
provocative explanation of the nature of contemporary society by comparing its essential characteristics to
those of medieval European societies.

Their feudal model emphasizes five elements: the weakness of the state and its inability to protect its
territory, guarantee the security of its citizens, and enforce laws; conflicts and collusions between and within
organizations that involve corruption and other forms of illegal or semilegal actions; the dominance of
personal relations in political and economic life; the prevalence of an elitist ideology; and the use of private
agents and organizations for the provision of safety and security. Feudal America urges readers to suspend
their forward-thinking and futurist orientations, question linear notions of social and historical progression,
and look for explanations of contemporary social problems in medieval European history.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Davis:

The e-book with title Feudal America: Elements of the Middle Ages in Contemporary Society has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Rodney Sierra:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Feudal America: Elements of the
Middle Ages in Contemporary Society that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Feudal America: Elements of the Middle Ages
in Contemporary Society become your own personal starter.

Guadalupe Leatherman:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Feudal America: Elements of the Middle
Ages in Contemporary Society. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer
in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Amy Zambrano:

You can find this Feudal America: Elements of the Middle Ages in Contemporary Society by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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