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This book reveals how powerful undercurrents of sex, gender, and culture helped shape the history of the
American frontier from the 1760s to the 1850s. Looking at California under three flags—those of Spain,
Mexico, and the United States—Hurtado resurrects daily life in the missions, at mining camps, on overland
trails and seajourneys, and in San Francisco. In these settings Hurtado explores courtship, marriage,
reproduction, and family life as away to understand how men and women—whether Native American,
Anglo American, Hispanic, Chinese, or of mixed blood—fit into or reshaped the roles and identities set by
their race and gender.

Hurtado introduces two themes in delineating his intimate frontiers. One was alibertine California, and some
of its delights were heartily described early in the 1850s. “[Gold] dust was plentier than pleasure, pleasure
more enticing than virtue. Fortune was the horse, youth in the saddle, dissipation the track, and desire the
spur.” Not all the times were good or giddy, and in the tragedy of a teenage domestic who died in a botched
abortion or a brutalized Indian woman we see the seamy underside of gender relations on the frontier. The
other theme explored is the reaction of citizens who abhorred the loss of moral standards and sought to
suppress excess. Their effortsincluded imposing all the stabilizing customs of whichever society dominated
California—during the Hispanic period,arranged marriages and concern for family honor were the norm;
among the Anglos, laws regulated prostitution,missionaries railed against vices, and “proper” women were
brought in to help “civilize” the frontier.
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From reader reviews:
Ellen Garcia:

This book untitled Intimate Frontiers: Sex, Gender, and Culturein Old California (Histories of the American
Frontier) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book
you can get alot of benefit onit. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide
from your list.

Janice Burgess:

The book untitled Intimate Frontiers: Sex, Gender, and Culture in Old California (Histories of the American
Frontier) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You aso can get the e-book of Intimate Frontiers. Sex, Gender, and
Culturein Old Cdifornia (Histories of the American Frontier) from the publisher to make you alot more
enjoy freetime.

Joel Newsom:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Intimate Frontiers: Sex, Gender, and Culturein
Old Cdlifornia (Histories of the American Frontier) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know.
Y ou are and so out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this new erais common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Alita Schmidt:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will getitin e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Intimate Frontiers: Sex, Gender, and Culturein Old
Cdlifornia (Histories of the American Frontier) can give you alot of buddies because by you considering this
one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of astep for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should
have Intimate Frontiers: Sex, Gender, and Culture in Old California (Histories of the American Frontier).
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