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This monograph determined that the tactical and strategic experience of the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) since
1981 was relevant to the future operational environment of the U.S. Army. The IDF’s experiences are
relevant because the Israeli Army was similarly equipped and organized to the heavy units in the U.S. Army,
both then and now. Israel faced a similar full spectrum threat, and the IDF had to adapt to enemies who
switched to asymmetric methods in order to overcome Israel’s conventional military superiority. The IDF of
1981 paralleled the U.S. Army of the 2000 in many ways. It was a mechanized heavy force designed to
conduct operations against a Soviet armed and equipped enemy. It fought and defeated some of those
enemies decisively eight years previously. Beginning with the invasion of Lebanon (Operation “Peace for
Galilee”), the IDF discovered that there were no peer competitors willing to fight it on its own terms. The
nature of war changed for the IDF in sometimes unexpected ways, and it struggled to adapt to its changing
operational environment. The IDF operational environment became much more complicated, because while
it retained the old threats in the form of its Arab neighbors, it added sustained guerrilla war and civil
insurrection. This paper summarized the trends and characteristics of the U.S. Army’s Contemporary
Operational Environment (COE) and used them as the basis of comparison with the IDF operational
environment. IDF operations in Lebanon and the two Palestinian Intifadas represented the trends of the IDF
operational environment. All of the COE characteristics were present in the IDF operational environment in
some form. Nine of the fourteen COE characteristics were present in the IDF operational environment to a
significant degree. The comparison between the two operational environments was valid. Having determined
that the two operational environments were similar, the remainder of the paper analyzed how the well the
IDF adapted to its operational environment. The goal was to determine whether there were lessons relevant
to the U.S. Army as it undergoes Transformation. The IDF was at least partially successful adapting to seven
characteristics: asymmetry, constrained resources, force protection, information operations, rapidity,
homeland sanctuary, and complex and urban terrain. IDF adaptation to those seven characteristics had
implications from which it was possible to make recommendations about the course of Transformation. This
paper recommended that the U.S. Army pay particularly close attention to the way that the IDF adapted its
mechanized and armored units to survive in complex and urban terrain. The IDF’s operational environment
in Lebanon was so hostile that information superiority had negligible impact on force protection. Since
everyone was potentially a threat, successful enemy attacks were inevitable over time. Vehicle survivability
provided force protection, which in turn gave Israel’s political leadership policy options. The IDF experience
confirmed that homeland sanctuary is no longer possible, and that the effort must be joint and multi-agency.
The ability to adapt to the rapidity of the operational environment demanded real time intelligence. More
importantly, it required both the will and the authority at the proper levels to act on that intelligence while it
was still of value. The U.S. Army needs to incorporate asymmetry into its gunnery and tactical training. It
also needs to ensure that the opposing forces at the training centers be used to determine likely asymmetric
methods of attack against friendly forces and use them so that friendly units can determine countermeasures.
None of the findings of this 4 monograph were revolutionary or breathtaking. There were no IDF adaptations
that the U.S. Army could not improve upon, as long as it has the will to do so.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Harlow:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that
question simply because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Eighteen Years
in Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The Israeli Defense Force and the U.S. Army Operational Environment to
read.

Nicolas Jones:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably
unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your
spare time, the book you have read is usually Eighteen Years in Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The Israeli
Defense Force and the U.S. Army Operational Environment.

Jerry Ingle:

Eighteen Years in Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The Israeli Defense Force and the U.S. Army Operational
Environment can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Eighteen Years in Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The
Israeli Defense Force and the U.S. Army Operational Environment but doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

James Rohrbach:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is called of book Eighteen Years in Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The Israeli Defense Force and the U.S.
Army Operational Environment. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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