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What made the Romans laugh? Was ancient Rome a carnival, filled with practical jokes and hearty chuckles?
Or was it a carefully regulated culture in which the uncontrollable excess of laughter was a force to fear—a
world of wit, irony, and knowing smiles? How did Romans make sense of laughter? What role did it play in
the world of the law courts, the imperial palace, or the spectacles of the arena?

Laughter in Ancient Rome explores one of the most intriguing, but also trickiest, of historical subjects.
Drawing on a wide range of Roman writing—from essays on rhetoric to a surviving Roman joke
book—Mary Beard tracks down the giggles, smirks, and guffaws of the ancient Romans themselves. From
ancient “monkey business” to the role of a chuckle in a culture of tyranny, she explores Roman humor from
the hilarious, to the momentous, to the surprising.  But she also reflects on even bigger historical questions.
What kind of history of laughter can we possibly tell? Can we ever really “get” the Romans’ jokes?
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Marvel:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Laughter in
Ancient Rome: On Joking, Tickling, and Cracking Up (Sather Classical Lectures)? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Eric Bittinger:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just
their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Laughter in Ancient Rome: On Joking, Tickling,
and Cracking Up (Sather Classical Lectures) to read.

Salvatore Anthony:

This Laughter in Ancient Rome: On Joking, Tickling, and Cracking Up (Sather Classical Lectures) are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Laughter in Ancient
Rome: On Joking, Tickling, and Cracking Up (Sather Classical Lectures) can be one of several great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Laughter in
Ancient Rome: On Joking, Tickling, and Cracking Up (Sather Classical Lectures) giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Richard Thompson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Laughter in Ancient Rome: On Joking,
Tickling, and Cracking Up (Sather Classical Lectures), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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