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A fascinating exploration of consumer culture in Italian American history and life, the role of
consumption in the production of ethnic identities, and the commodification of cultural difference

How do immigrants and their children forge their identities in a new land--how does the ethnic culture they
create thrive in the larger society? Making Italian America brings together new scholarship on the
cultural history of consumption, immigration, and ethnic marketing to explore these questions by
focusing on the case of an ethnic group whose material culture and lifestyles have been central to American
life: Italian Americans.

As embodied in fashion, film, food, popular music, sports, and many other representations and commodities,
Italian American identities have profoundly fascinated, disturbed, and influenced American and global
culture. Discussing in fresh ways topics as diverse as immigrant women's fashion, critiques of consumerism
in Italian immigrant radicalism, the Italian American influence in early rock 'n' roll, ethnic tourism in Little
Italy, and Guido subculture, Making Italian America recasts Italian immigrants and their children as active
consumers who, since the turn of the twentieth century, have creatively managed to articulate relations of
race, gender, and class and create distinctive lifestyles out of materials the marketplace offered to them. The
success of these mostly working-class people in making their everyday culture meaningful to them as well as
in shaping an ethnic identity that appealed to a wider public of shoppers and spectators looms large in the
political history of consumption. Making Italian America appraises how immigrants and their children
redesigned the market to suit their tastes and in the process made Italian American identities a lure for
millions of consumers.

Fourteen essays explore Italian American history in the light of consumer culture, across more than a
century-long intense movement of people, goods, money, ideas, and images between Italy and the United
States--a diasporic exchange that has transformed both nations. Simone Cinotto builds an imaginative
analytical framework for understanding the ways in which ethnic and racial groups have shaped their
collective identities and negotiated their place in the consumers' emporium and marketplace.

Grounded in the new scholarship in transnational U.S. history and the transfer of cultural patterns, Making
Italian America illuminates the crucial role that consumption has had in shaping the ethnic culture and
diasporic identities of Italians in America. It also illustrates vividly why and how those same identities--
incorporated in commodities, commercial leisure, and popular representations--have become the object of
desire for millions of American and global consumers.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Making
Italian America: Consumer Culture and the Production of Ethnic Identities (Critical Studies in Italian
America (FUP)), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a book.

Diane Numbers:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Making Italian America: Consumer Culture and the Production of Ethnic Identities (Critical Studies in
Italian America (FUP)) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before.
The Making Italian America: Consumer Culture and the Production of Ethnic Identities (Critical Studies in
Italian America (FUP)) giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Margaret Hall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Making Italian America: Consumer
Culture and the Production of Ethnic Identities (Critical Studies in Italian America (FUP)) publication
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Making Italian America: Consumer Culture and the
Production of Ethnic Identities (Critical Studies in Italian America (FUP)) as good book not merely by the
cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so
do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Dan Flood:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do



you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is usually Making Italian America: Consumer Culture and the Production of
Ethnic Identities (Critical Studies in Italian America (FUP)). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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