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In the spring of 2006, my friend, the pianist Verona Maier from the Bucharest National University of Music
was seeking for a novel subject for her soon to be written doctoral thesis. In the following discussions I
asked her if interpreters really know why they chose a tempo or another in scores that present no such
specific indications. As "interpretative tradition" and "good taste" were her first handy answers, I replied that
I could describe to her, in detail, why we are prone to chose a specific tempo for a specific piece of music –
and that our decisions are actually governed by deep cognitive phenomena that I was willing to make her
aware of. In the following week I mapped out for her all the time-related perceptual thresholds (see below)
discovered and substantiated in the past decades by experimental psychologists and cognitive musicologists.
A few months later Prof. Maier was able to produce the first results. She had the patience to notate all the
tempi chosen by seven illustrious interpreters of Bach's Well Tempered Clavier and relate these to the
cognitive conditioning I had previously made her aware of. First she would chose a specific Prelude or
Fugue, make a thorough temporal analysis (both historical and perceptual) and decide which threshold(s)
should be better served and which is, from this point of view, the best tempo choice. She would then
compare the result with the seven mentioned interpretations and draw the necessary conclusions. In the fall
of 2006, Prof. Maier's doctoral thesis received a summa cum laudae and made me wonder if more musicians
should be made aware of the perceptual thresholds system that amongst other things constituted the basis of
such a fine doctoral dissertation. I will now present a list of 10 facts regarding the way human brain
processes (musical) duration. If you previously had no idea about the concepts listed below, perhaps "The
music of the Temporalists" might stir your interest. (1.) Isochronous tempi around and below 50 milliseconds
(ms) are perceived as a crepitus sensation (crackling) and cannot create manageable rhythmical patterns.
(Crepitus threshold.) (2.) Rhythmisation becomes possible only for isochronous tempi whose pulsations last
for cca. 100 ms or more. (Rhythmization threshold.) (3.) Human brain cannot place more than one subjective
accent in a cca. 200 ms timespan. (Accentuation threshold.) (4.) The perceptual "now" lasts for about 180-
200 ms. (Temporal now threshold.) (5.)  The cca. 200 ms duration marks the first timespan that allows for
attention shift. (Attention shift threshold.) (6.) The cca. 240-250 ms per pulsation marks the threshold
between holistic and note-to-note processing of isochronicities. (Note-to-note processing threshold.) (7.) The
cca. 400 ms duration is the first timespan that allows for a sustainable rate of attention shift. (Sustainable rate
of attention shift threshold.) (8.) The cca. 600 ms duration coincides with the average rate of human attention
shift. (Natural rate of attention shift threshold.) (9.) Starting with cca. 800 ms per pulsation, humans perceive
a temporal surplus (or gap) that becomes the dominant feature for pulsations lasting more than cca. 1000 ms.
(Temporal gap threshold.) (10.) Isochronous tempi starting with cca. 2000 ms per pulsation become more
and more hard to synchronize. (Synchronicity threshold.) All these perceptual thresholds and values
(expressed in milliseconds) may sound as many abstractions but when applied to actual music they may help
musicologists see what the "temporality" of a specific rhythmical surface is really made of. "The music of
the Temporalists", the book I announce with this e-mail, presents in an approachable and simplified way all
the mentioned thresholds and comments upon their musical implications. Some believe that such knowledge
should become part of the theoretical background of every musician. It is for you to decide if that is so.
Andrei Pogorilowski
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach) (Romanian Edition) book is
readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach) (Romanian Edition) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann
Sebastian Bach) (Romanian Edition) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Julie Boyle:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Alegerea
tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach) (Romanian Edition) suitable to you? Often the book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach) (Romanian
Edition)is a single of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number
of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Eric Ballentine:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach)
(Romanian Edition) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book features high quality.

Lorenzo Lowe:

This Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach) (Romanian Edition) is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Alegerea
tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach) (Romanian Edition) can be the light food to suit your needs because



the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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