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The U.S. Armed Forces used a variety of chemical defoliants to clear dense jungle land in Vietnam during
the war. Agent Orange (named for the orange-colored identifying stripes on the barrels) was by far the most
widely used herbicide during the Vietnam War. Many Vietnam-era veterans believe that their exposure to
Agent Orange caused them to contract several diseases and caused certain disabilities, including birth defects
in their children, and now their grandchildren. The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) received the first
claims asserting conditions related to Agent Orange in 1977. Since then, Vietnam-era veterans have sought
relief from Congress and through the judicial system. Beginning in 1979, Congress enacted several laws to
determine whether exposure to Agent Orange in Vietnam was associated with possible long-term health
effects and certain disabilities. The Veterans’ Health Care, Training and Small Business Loan Act (P.L. 97-
72) elevated Vietnam veterans’ priority status for health care at VA facilities by recognizing a veteran’s own
report of exposure as sufficient proof to receive medical care, absent evidence to the contrary. The Veterans’
Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 (P.L. 104-262) completely restructured the VA medical care
eligibility requirements for all veterans. Under P.L. 104-262, a veteran does not have to demonstrate a link
between a certain health condition and exposure to Agent Orange; instead, medical care is provided unless
the VA determines that the condition did not result from exposure to Agent Orange. This authority was
permanently authorized by the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-
163). Likewise, Congress passed several measures to address disability compensation issues affecting
Vietnam veterans. The Veterans’ Dioxin and Radiation Exposure Compensation Standards Act of 1984 (P.L.
98-542) required the VA to develop regulations for disability compensation to Vietnam veterans exposed to
Agent Orange. In 1991, the Agent Orange Act (P.L. 102-4) established a presumption of service connection
for diseases associated with herbicide exposure. P.L. 102-4 authorized the VA to contract with the Institute
of Medicine (IOM) to conduct scientific reviews of the evidence linking certain medical conditions to
herbicide exposure. Under this law, the VA is required to review the reports of the IOM and issue
regulations, establishing a presumption of service connection for any disease for which there is scientific
evidence of a positive association with herbicide exposure. Based on these IOM reports, currently 15 health
conditions are presumptively service-connected. Under current regulations, a servicemember must have
actually set foot on Vietnamese soil or served on a craft in its rivers (also known as “brown water” veterans)
to be entitled to the presumption of exposure to Agent Orange. Those who served aboard deep-water naval
vessels (commonly referred to as “Blue Water Navy” veterans) do not qualify for presumption of service
connections for herbicide-related conditions unless they can prove that the veteran’s service included duty or
visitation within the country of Vietnam itself, or on its inland waterways. Recently, Vietnam-era veterans
have increasingly expressed concerns about all types of medical issues occurring in their children, regardless
of age, and in successive generations. Furthermore, they have asserted that more research should be done on
paternally mediated birth effects, so that compensation policies might be developed similar to those that
address maternally mediated birth effects of Vietnam-era progeny.
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From reader reviews:

Federico Crouch:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read.
If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Veterans
Exposed to Agent Orange: Legislative History, Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports) offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Margaret Walker:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange: Legislative History,
Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science book, any other book likes Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange: Legislative History,
Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.

Karen Ofarrell:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange: Legislative History, Litigation, and
Current Issues (CRS Reports) can make you experience more interested to read.

Josephine Weeks:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types



of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange:
Legislative History, Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports).
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