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A half century after his death, David Park (1911-1960) is recognized as one of America's most important
twentieth-century painters. He was the first of the brilliant post-World War II generation of artists to break
with Abstract Expressionism's hegemony and return to painting recognizable subjects, most powerfully the
human figure. Park's original cohorts of Bay Area Figurative painters were his close friends Richard
Diebenkorn, Elmer Bischoff, and Hassel Smith. All outlived him—Smith by nearly fifty years—and enjoyed
recognition and fame during their lifetimes. Park's reputation is just now fully coming into its own.

In David Park, Painter, Park's younger daughter, writer Helen Park Bigelow, paints a mesmerizing, deeply
moving portrait of her father's life and early, difficult death. Park left high school in New England without
graduating and came west in order to paint. He married Lydia (Deedie) Newell when he was nineteen and
was the father of two by the time he was twenty-two. We are brought into a family rich with moral
conviction, ingenuity, smart and gifted friends, music, and art: four complex people guided and inspired by
values of integrity. Those same values guided and inspired David Park's painting.

Yet this is much more than an artist biography. David Park, Painter is a skillful blend of memoir and
observations about life in the Bay Area just before and just after World War II, when some of America's
most original, even radical, artists and writers gathered there. This close-up portrayal is unlike other accounts
of artists. It is the story of a family built on the love and dedication of one man who held nothing back from
his art, and of the spirit of the wife and daughters who supported him. Richard Armstrong, in reflecting on
Park's generation of artists in his foreword to this beautiful book, observes that David Park, Painter is
"especially valuable as we persist in seeking to make real and human the commanding artistic figures."
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From reader reviews:

William Fugate:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular David Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Larry Devries:

Exactly why? Because this David Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Ronald Johnson:

David Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing David Park, Painter: Nothing Held
Back but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
considering.

David Gilbert:

Beside this specific David Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have David Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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