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This book explores the first encounters between Samoans and Europeans up to the arrival of the
missionaries, using all available sources for the years 1722 to the 1830s, paying special attention to the first
encounter on land with the Lapérouse expedition. Many of the sources used are French, and some of difficult
accessibility, and thus they have not previously been thoroughly examined by historians. Adding some
Polynesian comparisons from beyond Samoa, and reconsidering the so-called ‘Sahlins-Obeyesekere debate’
about the fate of Captain Cook, ‘First Contacts’ in Polynesia advances a hypothesis about the contemporary
interpretations made by the Polynesians of the nature of the Europeans, and about the actions that the
Polynesians devised for this encounter: wrapping Europeans up in ‘cloth’ and presenting ‘young girls’ for
‘sexual contact’. It also discusses how we can go back two centuries and attempt to reconstitute, even if only
partially, the point of view of those who had to discover for themselves these Europeans whom they call
‘Papalagi’. The book also contributes an additional dimension to the much-touted ‘Mead-Freeman debate’
which bears on the rules and values regulating adolescent sexuality in ‘Samoan culture’. Scholars have long
considered the pre-missionary times as a period in which freedom in sexuality for adolescents predominated.
It appears now that this erroneous view emerged from a deep misinterpretation of Lapérouse’s and Dumont
d’Urville’s narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Jacobs:

The book 'First Contacts' in Polynesia: The Samoan Case (1722-1848), Western Misunderstandings about
Sexuality and Divinity make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book 'First Contacts' in Polynesia: The Samoan Case (1722-1848),
Western Misunderstandings about Sexuality and Divinity to become your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like available and read a e-book 'First Contacts' in Polynesia: The
Samoan Case (1722-1848), Western Misunderstandings about Sexuality and Divinity. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Brian Freeman:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline 'First Contacts' in
Polynesia: The Samoan Case (1722-1848), Western Misunderstandings about Sexuality and Divinity suitable
to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled 'First Contacts'
in Polynesia: The Samoan Case (1722-1848), Western Misunderstandings about Sexuality and Divinityis the
main of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in
the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Evita Young:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This 'First Contacts' in Polynesia: The Samoan
Case (1722-1848), Western Misunderstandings about Sexuality and Divinity can be the answer, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Rebecca Bonnett:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this 'First Contacts' in Polynesia: The Samoan Case (1722-1848),
Western Misunderstandings about Sexuality and Divinity can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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