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Fits, trances, visions, speaking in tongues, clairvoyance, out-of-body experiences, possession. Believers have
long viewed these and similar involuntary experiences as religious--as manifestations of God, the spirits, or
the Christ within. Skeptics, on the other hand, have understood them as symptoms of physical disease,
mental disorder, group dynamics, or other natural causes. In this sweeping work of religious and
psychological history, Ann Taves explores the myriad ways in which believers and detractors interpreted
these complex experiences in Anglo-American culture between the mid-eighteenth and early-twentieth
centuries.

Taves divides the book into three sections. In the first, ranging from 1740 to 1820, she examines the debate
over trances, visions, and other involuntary experiences against the politically charged backdrop of Anglo-
American evangelicalism, established churches, Enlightenment thought, and a legacy of religious warfare. In
the second part, covering 1820 to 1890, she highlights the interplay between popular psychology--
particularly the ideas of "animal magnetism" and mesmerism--and movements in popular religion: the
disestablishment of churches, the decline of Calvinist orthodoxy, the expansion of Methodism, and the birth
of new religious movements. In the third section, Taves traces the emergence of professional psychology
between 1890 and 1910 and explores the implications of new ideas about the subconscious mind, hypnosis,
hysteria, and dissociation for the understanding of religious experience.

Throughout, Taves follows evolving debates about whether fits, trances, and visions are natural (and
therefore not religious) or supernatural (and therefore religious). She pays particular attention to a third
interpretation, proposed by such "mediators" as William James, according to which these experiences are
natural and religious. Taves shows that ordinary people as well as educated elites debated the meaning of
these experiences and reveals the importance of interactions between popular and elite culture in accounting
for how people experienced religion and explained experience.

Combining rich detail with clear and rigorous argument, this is a major contribution to our understanding of
Protestant revivalism and the historical interplay between religion and psychology.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Eller:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Fits, Trances, and Visions: experiencing religion and
explaining experience from Wesley to James. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important any book Fits, Trances, and Visions: experiencing religion and
explaining experience from Wesley to James. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

John Stanley:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because
just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on guardería until university need this kind of Fits, Trances, and Visions: experiencing religion
and explaining experience from Wesley to James to read.

Gregory McCormick:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Fits, Trances, and Visions: experiencing religion and explaining experience
from Wesley to James book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer involving Fits, Trances, and Visions: experiencing religion and
explaining experience from Wesley to James content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still
thinking Fits, Trances, and Visions: experiencing religion and explaining experience from Wesley to James
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Louise Suttle:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to your
account is Fits, Trances, and Visions: experiencing religion and explaining experience from Wesley to James



this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable
all of you.
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