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Winner of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for Non-Fiction 
Winner of the 2011 National Book Award for Non-Fiction

One of the world's most celebrated scholars, Stephen Greenblatt has crafted both an innovative work of
history and a thrilling story of discovery, in which one manuscript, plucked from a thousand years of neglect,
changed the course of human thought and made possible the world as we know it.

Nearly six hundred years ago, a short, genial, cannily alert man in his late thirties took a very old manuscript
off a library shelf, saw with excitement what he had discovered, and ordered that it be copied. That book was
the last surviving manuscript of an ancient Roman philosophical epic, On the Nature of Things, by
Lucretius?a beautiful poem of the most dangerous ideas: that the universe functioned without the aid of gods,
that religious fear was damaging to human life, and that matter was made up of very small particles in eternal
motion, colliding and swerving in new directions.

The copying and translation of this ancient book-the greatest discovery of the greatest book-hunter of his
age-fueled the Renaissance, inspiring artists such as Botticelli and thinkers such as Giordano Bruno; shaped
the thought of Galileo and Freud, Darwin and Einstein; and had a revolutionary influence on writers such as
Montaigne and Shakespeare and even Thomas Jefferson. 16 pages of color illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Mark McCarver:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Swerve: How the World
Became Modern book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Edna McArdle:

The experience that you get from The Swerve: How the World Became Modern will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Swerve: How the World Became Modern giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having that The Swerve: How the World Became Modern
instantly.

Patricia Howland:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Swerve: How the World Became Modern,
you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Kenneth Copeland:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Swerve: How the World Became
Modern can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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